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(54) METHOD FOR INSPECTING DEFECT OF OPTICAL DISK 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent troubles which makes reading-out impossible, 
thus contributing to securing of quality by detecting flaws, adhering 
foreign substance, optical defects of a medium included in a sum signal 
within a synchronizing code area by means of an optical head, registering 
a truck number of an important defect, and prohibiting the use of a 
sector concerned 

CONSTITUTION: An optical disk 1 is loaded to a spindle 2a and rotated. 
Linearly polarized laser beams emitted from a laser light source 31 of an 
MO head 3 are shed on the optical disk and condensed via an optical 
system with a plane of polarization directed in a direction of grooves of 
tracks. Spots Sp are reflected at the track grooves and bits of a header 
part, and brought into photodetectors 32, 33 via an optical system, 
whereby polarization signals SA, SB are outputted. The signals SA, SB 
are added at an adder 42 through amplifiers 41 1, 412 of a foreign 
substance inspection part 4. A sum .or added signal SAD is inputted to 
comparators 431, 432 and compared with threshold V1, V2. As a result, 
pulses exceeding the threshold are detected. The detected pulses are 
defect pulses due to flaws or adhering foreign substance of the medium 
1. The signals SA, SB are inputted to subtracters 521, 522 at an 

inspection part 5, whereby defect pulses due to optical defects are detected. These defects are stored in a 
memory 62 and a sector concerned is prohibited from being used. 
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